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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Application 

Receipt of the Notice of Appeal, the Amendment and Response under 37 C.F.R. 1.116, 
Applicant's Arguments/Remarks and the request for extension of time (2 months-granted), all 
filed 10/27/05 is acknowledged. 

Claims 6-11, 13-16 and 18-23 are pending in this action. Claims 6-9 and 11 have been 
amended. Claims 1-5, 12 and 17 have previously been cancelled. Claims 6-11, 13-16 and 18-23 
are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Matthew E. Mulkeen on December 16, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims : 

In claim 6, line 10, before the word 'lubricant', the term "conventional" has been 

deleted. 

In the Specification , on page 6, line 6, the phrase "Brief Description of the Drawings" has 
been added. 

Abstract : A new Abstract contained in one paragraph has been provided. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 6-1 1, 13-16 and 18-23 are allowed 



Correspondence 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Humera N. Sheikh whose telephone number is (571) 272-0604. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00A.M. to 5:30P.M., 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thurman Page, can be reached on (571) 272-0602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http : //pair- direct . uspto . gov . Should you have any questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



H. N. Sheikh 




Patent Examiner 



Art Unit 1615 



December 16, 2005 
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Abstract 

The present invention concerns a novel sustained-release oral formulation of morphine 
sulphate in the form of microgranules. Each microgranule comprises a neutral support grain 
coated with an active layer and with a sustained-release layer, characterized in that the sustained- 
release layer contains a copolymer of methacrylic acid and of methyl methacrylate ester, the 
relative proportion of the free carboxyl groups and of the ester groups of which is equal to 0.5 
approximately, and a silica exhibiting a hydrophobic character. The present invention also 
concerns a process for preparing these microgranules which is carried out entirely in aqueous 
medium by emplacing on neutral support grains. 



